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Experiencing Silicon Valley: Up Close and Personal 
Thomas P. Rigoli, Los Altos, California 

 
“There are certain periods in history when discoveries and events…create a window when civilization has 
the opportunity to leap forward. One of these was…the Renaissance… a time of invention, entrepreneurial 

accomplishments and exploration – very similar to what has occurred in Silicon Valley.” 
“The Making of Silicon Valley” ©1995 The Santa Clara County Historical Association 

 
Location: 844 E Charleston Rd, Palo Alto, California, about 5 miles from Stanford University 

As I sit at my powerful desktop computer with a terabyte of disk storage, listening to classical music 
streaming from Pandora and occasionally checking emails from around the globe, I am amazed at how far 
technology has advanced over the past forty years. I’m even more astonished at how technology has 
shaped our daily lives. Before presenting my perspectives on these changes, I think you might find some 
interest in my background and the self-discovery experiences that steered me to live and work in a region 
about forty miles south of San Francisco that became famously known as “Silicon Valley.”  
   
Crystal Sets, Tube Radios & Heathkits 
My romance with electronics took root when I was growing up in Jamestown, New York, in the 1950s. 
My fascination with radio led me to build my first crystal set using my mattress bed-spring as an antenna.  
It seemed like magic to manipulate a “cat’s whisker” (thin wire) atop a small grayish-white rocky clump 
(a germanium crystal) and voilà (!), out of the ether streamed my favorite music and drama programs. 
Many nights I would fall asleep wearing earphones.  
 
Now north of seventy years old, I still take delight in warming up an old vacuum tube radio, recalling 
how I migrated from building crystal sets to rescuing vacuum tube radios in disrepair that neighbors put 
on the curb. It was great sport to salvage those radios before the trash collector arrived so that I could get 
them working again. I eventually became a big fan of mail-order Heathkits, building high-fidelity audio 
systems. Little did I know that my early interest in electronics would ultimately lead me to Silicon Valley, 
where I would spend most of my adult life working with high-tech companies and some of the legendary 
personalities who established them. 
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October Skies: 1954 
Shortly after I entered junior high school, the Russians successfully launched Sputnik, putting them 
clearly ahead of the USA in the race to space. The nightly flyovers of a blinking Sputnik were eerily 
visible to the naked eye, prompting many in my generation to consider a career in technology. Too much 
was at stake. We could not afford to let our cold-war rival beat us to the moon. 
 
My interest in math and science grew during high school years, thanks to a great teacher and mentor, Dr. 
Marion Panzarella, who could have easily been a professor at any leading college. He chose instead to 
push the envelope as a high school teacher. In fact, he taught advanced mathematics classes and organized 
a Technical Electrical curriculum complete with a hands-on workshop. He also led field trips to IBM in 
Endicott, NY. Fortunately, I was able to post good grades taking his courses while also becoming very 
active on the debate team, student council, dramatic productions and varsity football. 
 
SU Crossroads 
When Syracuse University announced a NY statewide competition for political science scholarships, our 
high school debate coach urged team members to compete. Contenders had to first take a series of 
aptitude tests, similar to SATs, and then spend a day on the SU campus discussing current political issues 
in a series of forums with other students who were also vying for the scholarships.  
  

 
After each forum, student participants were asked to vote for the person who contributed the most to the 
discussion. The tally of these votes was combined with aptitude test scores to determine scholarship 
winners. I recall how exhausted I was sitting in the balcony of Hendricks Chapel after debating political 
issues all day. I slipped off my shoes and could barely keep my eyes open as they were announcing the 
runners-up. And when they finally announced the top scholarship winner, I thought I was dreaming when 
my name was called out. Yikes! On went my shoes, and down the stairs I rushed to approach the stage to 
accept my award.  
 
I then faced a big decision. Do I major in political science in deference to SU’s highly acclaimed Maxwell 
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, which gave me the scholarship? Or do I prepare myself for a 
career in electronics by pursuing a degree in electrical engineering. I finally decided to enroll in a 5-year 
dual-major program to earn an AB in Math from the Liberal Arts School and a BSEE from the L.C. Smith 
College of Engineering. 
 
Suffice it to say, I earned both degrees, but not without some challenges. At the end of my freshman year, 
I lost my full-tuition scholarship due to a low grade-point average. Balancing school work with 
extracurricular activities was a breeze in high school. Not so in college. I simply took on too many 
activities such as becoming an announcer at WAER-FM, the campus radio station, and pledging Phi Delta 
Theta, a social fraternity, subsequently serving as its president and later as president of SU’s 
Interfraternity Council. The sting of losing my scholarship was later softened when I was elected to Tau 
Theta Epsilon, SU’s senior men’s honorary recognizing campus leaders. Without scholarship funding, 
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however, I worked summers, took out a school loan, and worked for my meals. Looking back, I wouldn’t 
change a thing for I experienced many learning opportunities outside of the classroom.  
 
 Sidebar: 

        Meeting	Truman	and	Koppel	at	SU 
Many famous people have visited or graduated from SU; I had the opportunity to meet two of 
them: The first is Harry Truman. As the Maxwell School’s top political science scholarship 
winner in 1959, I was given the privilege to address high school students competing for the same 
scholarship the following year. I shared the dais at SU’s Hendricks Chapel with ex-president 
Harry Truman who gave an unremarkable speech. Shaking hands with him was like stepping into 
one of those old Movietone newsreels. My speech centered on a book of fiction, “The Golden 
Kazoo,” a not-so-fictional satire depicting Madison Avenue’s role in packaging and positioning 
presidential candidates for election. The second is Ted Koppel, who was program manager at 
WAER-FM, the campus radio station. I’m sure Ted would not remember me, but I was impressed 
by the genuine interest he expressed in me as a rookie announcer. He urged me to consider 
switching majors to pursue a degree in SU’s School of Speech and Dramatic Art. Ted’s subdued 
but authoritative radio voice never changed even as he ascended the TV broadcasting ranks to host 
the long-running “Nightline.” With no regrets, I sometimes wonder how switching majors as he 
suggested would have altered my choice of careers. 
 

 

 
 
From Field Engineer to Field Editor 
After earning my BSEE from SU in 1964, I accepted my first engineering job with GTE Sylvania. Over a 
five-year period with this military/aerospace contractor, I wrote operations manuals for a short period and 
then became a field engineer, first working on the ground electronics system that controlled the 
Minuteman ICBM missiles aimed at our cold-war enemies, and then on Top Secret perimeter security 
systems in Vietnam. In all of these activities, the systems I worked on were using early integrated circuits 
(ICs) that typically packed no more than 20 transistors on a single chip. 
 
Pleased with the engineering support I provided in Vietnam in late1969, GTE Sylvania invited me to 
return to the warzone to oversee the deployment of large dart-shaped seismic detectors along the Ho Chi 
Minh trail. When I learned that deployment meant dropping the electronic darts from a low-flying 
helicopter, I sensed it was time to alter my career path.  
   
During my quest for a new job, I came across a Wall Street Journal ad placed by EDN Magazine, a 
monthly trade publication for electronic designers. Based in Denver at the time, EDN was looking to hire 
its first San Francisco editor to cover the west coast. Competition for the job was stiff…some 15 persons 
applied, several with writing/publishing backgrounds. I was on cloud nine when the editor-in-chief called 
to tell me I was selected to fill the position. Thus began my odyssey in chronicling some of the most 
extraordinary technology advances and meeting some of the most remarkable entrepreneurs in the 
northern California region that eventually became known as “Silicon Valley.”  
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While covering my first tradeshow for EDN in San Francisco, I met my bride-to-be, a lady whom I still 
adore after forty-plus years of marriage. She was always at my side, cheering me on as I moved from one 
exciting technology-centric communications job to another. 
   
 Sidebar: 

 “Found on no map, yet famous around the world… 
…Silicon Valley is that great nursery of new companies and technologies that are revolutionizing 
our lives,” wrote the late Gene Bylinsky, a longtime friend of mine. The former science and 
technology editor for Fortune Magazine continued, “Silicon Valley is the 20th Century’s 
counterpart to the Fertile Crescent, the cradle of modern civilization in the Near East where wheat 
and farm animals were domesticated and first writing evolved. In Silicon Valley, this densest 
concentration of innovative companies in the world, the new kind of writing is done on silicon, in 
intricate microminiaturized patterns that plot man’s path to the future” 
 

“Silicon Valley: High Tech Window to the Future” 
© 1985 Intercontinental Publishing Corporation Ltd. 

 
 

Collecting inputs to write EDN technical articles and news stories gave me the opportunity to interview 
several entrepreneurs before they became Silicon Valley legends. I recall interviewing a professorial Bob 
Noyce a few weeks after he left Fairchild Semiconductor to start Intel. I also interviewed a flamboyant 
Jerry Sanders shortly after he left Fairchild to start Advanced Micro Devices. And then there was cigar-
smoking Charlie Sporck and cerebral Don Valentine, the top execs at National Semiconductor; Don later 
founded Sequoia Capital, which became the gold standard for venture capital companies. Sequoia was an 
early investor in many successful high-tech companies, including Apple Computer and Cisco Systems. 
The late John Brown, one of my ex-partners and also a semiconductor industry veteran, succeeded in 
persuading Don to serve on the Board of the marketing and communications agency that we formed later, 
but I digress. Let’s get back to my EDN experience. 
  
My press credentials opened doors to meet with current luminaries such as a taciturn John Bardeen who 
won the Nobel Prize in Physics twice, first in 1956 for co-inventing the transistor at Bell Labs and then in 
1972 for his work on superconductivity. I caught up with Dr. Bardeen in 1970 after he presented his latest 
esoteric findings on superconductivity at Stanford University. 
  
As I was completing my second year with EDN, Quantum Science, a market research firm, hired me as its 
editor-in-chief of “Samson Technology Trends,” a monthly analysis of technology developments for the 
financial community. I worked one year at Quantum, once scooping Business Week by publishing the 
first comprehensive article about digital watches. (Considered high-tech marvels at the time, they 
originally sold for about $200. The magic of ICs and the forces of global competition quickly drove prices 
to less than $25.) 
  
Contagious Entrepreneurial Spirit 
Inspired by the entrepreneurial spirit of Silicon Valley, I set out to “do my own thing” in 1972 – first as 
an independent technology writer and then as a principal in a high-tech marketing and communications 
agency. Over more than 25 years (and through three different partnerships), I held virtually every 
management position in the agency as we served cutting-edge companies. 
   
It was exhilarating to be on the front lines as we helped promising startups launch their very first 
products. I recall how exciting it was to work closely with Dr. David K. Lam, the founder of Lam 
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Research, launch his innovative plasma etch system in 1981. Born in China, he became the first Asian-
American to take a company public on the NASDAQ exchange in 1984. David and I have kept up our 
friendship up over the years. In fact, he recently recruited me to consult for Multibeam Corporation, 
where he presides as Chairman overseeing the development of Complementary E-Beam Lithography 
(CEBL) systems. This brings to mind a sentiment close to my heart that was expressed by a business 
affiliate and longtime friend, Mindpik CEO Dave Guzeman: “Doing business should be an act of 
friendship.”  
  

  In 1994, I was recruited by Cirrus Logic, one of my agency’s clients, to 
become its VP of corporate communications heading a staff of 15 persons. This gave me the opportunity 
to work closely with the late Mike Hackworth, co-founder and CEO, over a seven year period as the 
semiconductor company’s revenue rocketed from about $400 million to more than $1 billion annually.   
 
Mike’s vision was to build all the critical chips around a microprocessor – i.e. chips to handle graphics, 
communications, hard disk control, power management, et al. Through an aggressive program of 
acquisitions, he came closer to realizing this dream than any other semiconductor company. However, 
Cirrus Logic eventually spun off its acquisitions which triggered a new wave of startups. When the 
company relocated its headquarters to Austin, Texas, I chose not to follow for there was too much Silicon 
Valley DNA coursing through my veins.  
 
Mike remained Chairman of Cirrus Logic while serving on the boards of several companies.  He also 
continued his philanthropic activities as a major supporter of community non-profits, most notably The 
Tech Museum where the IMAX Theater is named after him. After a well-fought battle with cancer, Mike 
passed away on April 21, 2012. I was moved to write the following tribute that was published in the San 
Jose Mercury News:  

 
“Some Silicon Valley legends win with style and grace while others win with arrogance and at the expense 
of others. Many will gather at Santa Clara University this Sunday at a public memorial service to salute 
Mike Hackworth who had a strong sense of business ethics and always strove to do the right thing. Mike 
now enters the  pantheon of other Silicon Valley legends who have passed on (Bill Hewlett, Dave Packard, 
Bob Noyce et al.) who exemplify the very best of what Silicon Valley entrepreneurship can achieve in 
business and contribute to the broader community.” 

  
Sidebar: 

      
 
The Silicon Valley Phenomenon 
Like the Renaissance and the Fertile Crescent, Silicon Valley emerged due to a confluence of favorable 
factors. The Renaissance during the fourteenth to seventeenth century was fueled by pent up desire to 
emerge from the Dark Ages and the generosity of wealthy patrons of the arts, most notably the Medici 
family. The Fertile Crescent flourished some 9,000 years BCE thanks to the natural irrigation from the 
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Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Key factors creating Silicon Valley included a temperate northern California 
climate and enviable geography plus great universities and a community of high-tech venture capitalists.  
   
Comparing the emergence of Silicon Valley to other historical periods is edifying, and may give us clues 
to its future impact. Consider the Renaissance, for example, which started in Italy around 1350 and 
subsequently spread throughout the rest of Europe until about 1620. The Silicon Valley phenomenon has 
also spread, albeit more rapidly, from its roots in northern California to other metropolitan centers hoping 
to emulate its economic success. From “Silicon Prairie” in Dallas-Fort Worth to “Silicon Alley” in 
Manhattan to “Silicon Glen” in Scotland …the marvel of Silicon Valley continues to migrate and inspire 
around the globe. Perhaps the most remarkable emulators of Silicon Valley culture are now taking shape 
in China and India. 
  
Sidebar: 

 
Silicon “chips” have grown in capability from a single transistor in the 1950s to billions of transistors today. These 
extraordinary engines powered the computing and communications revolution of the information age. 
  

*Source: “Moore’s Law: Raising the Bar” (Intel Corporation 2005) 
Photos courtesy of Fairchild Semiconductor and Intel Corporation (images are not to scale) 

 
Microprocessor Magic 
If I were to pick a time when Silicon Valley culture reached a critical mass for explosive growth, it would 
be 1970, about a year before Intel introduced its 4004 microcomputer or “microprocessor” as it was later 
called. The emergence of the microprocessor chip was followed by a tidal wave of innovations throughout 
the adolescent semiconductor industry.  
  
 The advent of the microprocessor propelled us into the information age. To appreciate how fast and how 
far we have progressed, we need only look back about a half century when computers were huge 
machines operated by vacuum tubes. They filled entire rooms and were costly, making them accessible 
only to labs operated by the government, universities and major corporations.  
 
Complex semiconductor devices, which emerged in the 1970s, set the stage for computers as well as a 
host of other electronic products to be made much smaller and more affordable. The most complex IC 
back then was an 8-bit microprocessor that integrated nearly 5,000 transistors on a single chip. Today, IC 
transistor density is now in the billions. Moreover, semiconductor manufacturing has gone 3D both at the 
transistor and packaging levels to seek higher densities. Moore’s Law, which asserts that transistor 
density of ICs will double about every two years, is still on track. When further silicon integration finally 
reaches its atomic limit, we will no doubt see new materials and processes emerge to store and manipulate 
binary 1s and 0s so that even more data can be packed into ever smaller form factors. 
 
Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, semiconductor startups blossomed in the valley, a good number of them 
tracing their roots to Fairchild Semiconductor whose progenitor was the Shockley Transistor Corporation 
founded by William Shockley, one of the co-inventors of the transistor. 
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Shockley was brilliant but not easy to work with. It’s now the stuff of colorful Silicon Valley history how 
Bob Noyce, Gordon Moore, and six other young technologists bolted from Shockley’s company and 
banded together to form Fairchild Semiconductor under the auspices of Fairchild Camera & Instrument. 
Helping to put the deal together was a young MBA, Arthur Rock, also a Syracuse University graduate, 
who later became a lead investor in Intel and a premiere venture capitalist. “The Traitorous Eight” as 
Shockley called them went on to make Fairchild Semiconductor a leading manufacturer, as well as the 
incubator for numerous entrepreneurial talents who eventually spun out to start their own semiconductor 
companies. Most notable among these were Intel and Advanced Micro Devices, which became fierce 
competitors in the microprocessor market. 
 
Following the proliferation of semiconductor device manufacturers in Silicon Valley, a new class of early 
stage ventures emerged to build the sophisticated equipment to manufacture and test the chips – the 
“pipes and plumbing” of the industry as some have called it. Such equipment included lithography 
systems, plasma etchers, diffusion furnaces, automated testers and packaging systems. The strong demand 
for such equipment led to the formation of the Semiconductor Equipment & Materials (SEMI) trade 
association, which has since grown in stature and today stages SEMICON tradeshows around the globe.  
 
Our agency handled public relations for the annual tradeshow during its formative years. The event grew 
bigger each year until it outgrew its venue at the San Mateo Fairgrounds. I can recall how enthusiastic I 
was to travel to Zurich in 1976 in support of SEMICON/Europa, which represented the event’s first 
expansion outside of the USA.  
  
Sidebar: 

 
 
HDD Megabyte Milestones 
If I were to choose the 20th century equivalent to the Gutenberg press in terms of the impact it has had on 
communications, it would have to be the IC, which gave rise to microprocessors, RAMs, ROMs Flash 
Memory and a host of application-specific systems on a chip. A close second would be the hard disk drive 
(HDD) that has enabled access to an extraordinarily increasing amount of affordable mass storage.  
 
Interestingly, both ICs and HDDs – not unlike the Gutenberg press – rely on a printing process to bring 
information from the one to the many. While both optical and E-Beam Lithography systems facilitate the 
printing of patterns on silicon wafers to create ICs, HDDs deploy heads that float above spinning disks to 
imprint magnetic data on the disks.  
 
Without the IC and HDD technology advances that took place in the last quarter of the twentieth century, 
there would be no affordable computers, no highly functional mobile handsets nor the Internet. 
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Interestingly, ICs are needed to control HDDs, which in turn are needed to store the vast amounts of 
information to make computers and all its derivatives as well as the Internet work. 
 
While Moore’s Law was conceived for ICs to forecast the doubling of transistor density every two years, 
it has also been applied to disk storage density. If you begin tracking storage density in terms of 
Megabytes, starting with IBM’s Winchester HDDs that came to market in the 1970s, you would find that 
HDD storage density has easily doubled (and perhaps more than doubled) every two years. 
  
To appreciate even more the steep ramp of innovation in HDD technology, flash back a half century when 
IBM introduced the world’s very first HDD system, dubbed RAMAC for its designated function, 
“random access method of accounting and control.” Weighing one ton and designed with vacuum tubes, 
RAMAC controlled fifty 24-inch diameter hard disks to provide access to 5 Megabytes.  
 
The RAMAC was leased for $3,200/month; its cost per Megabyte was about $10,000.  Now fast forward 
to the present to where you can purchase for about $100 an internal HDD (that can be installed in a 
desktop computer), which provides access to 2 Terabytes, which equals 2,000 Gigabytes  or 2,000,000 
Megabytes, bringing its cost per Megabyte to a mere $0.00005! 
 
Although magnetic recording has been around for a half century, non-volatile semiconductor memory or 
“Flash” memory as we now commonly call it came on the scene about 30 years ago. There has been some 
speculation that the Flash memory, now so ubiquitous in mobile handsets and numerous other electronic 
products, will eventually replace HDDs.  
 
Given the much lower cost per Megabyte of HDD and its history of easily keeping pace with Moore’s 
Law, it appears that HDD and Flash will co-exist and complement each other for the foreseeable future. 
Flash will be best to store data in small form factors and in high performance applications while HDDs 
will continue to reign supreme where there are vast amounts of non-volatile storage required at the lowest 
price point, such as in supporting cloud computing. 
 
Cloud computing continues to grow in popularity as leading Internet companies, particularly Google, 
provide Internet users with access to more and more Petabytes of storage and applications “in the cloud” 
– or more specifically from the vast number of servers it has installed around the globe.  
 
 
Sidebar: 

 
 
 
“Touch-Tone” to “Touch-Screen”  
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In the early 1960s, the dial phone gave way to the touch-tone phone featuring ten buttons. The new touch-
tone phones soon added two more buttons (# and *) to enable more functionality. The widespread use of 
cell phones that began in the 1990s set in motion a series of rapid technology advances that have 
transformed the basic cell phone into a powerful touch-screen handset that can now perform virtually any 
task that used to require a powerful desktop computer.  
 
Today’s smartphones popularized by Apple’s iPhone and Google’s Android platform can operate as an 
Internet browser, an email port, camera, photo album, music library, GPS, FM radio. And the list goes on 
and on as an increasing number of applications or “apps” is made available. 
 
When it comes to a mobile platform for electronics, we can’t overlook the automobile, which has been no 
stranger to using advanced ICs. By some estimates, a typical automobile today deploys some 50 
microprocessors in various modules, each dedicated to control a specific function, such as power 
distribution, airbag deployment, cruise control, climate control, transmission control and so on. We are 
now seeing many smartphone applications migrate to automobile dashboards. This increasing use of ICs 
has made it difficult to work on your own car, but there is no denying it has improved safety, reliability, 
comfort, and convenience.  
 

 
The New Face of Silicon Valley 
Internet companies such as Google, Facebook and Twitter represent the new face of Silicon Valley. 
Nobody has yet come up with an equivalent to Moore’s Law to forecast the growth of time spent on-line 
or the rate at which the number of unique web pages is growing, but it looks like these statistics will 
continue to rise for the foreseeable future.  
  
Facebook now has nearly 1 billion monthly active users, 14 percent of the world’s population. Twitter has 
about 500 million registered users. Google continues to grow in so many ways that it’s hard to keep track 
of them. Google’s infrastructure is truly mindboggling when you consider it handles with ease and speed 
some 100 billion search queries per month. The number of unique Web pages identified by Google has 
reached 30 trillion, up from 1 trillion in 2008. 
 
Among the numerous content categories available on the Internet, Google’s YouTube videos are one of 
the most popular with more than 4 billion hours being watched each month. In an earlier report, YouTube 
reported traffic of over 800 million unique users/month and over 70 hours of video uploaded each minute. 
Whether for productive or frivolous reasons, more and more people are spending a lot of time on-line. 

The popularity of YouTube has been driven by the ever growing choice of videos that have largely been 
created by amateur computer/smartphone users around the globe. These typically short videos encompass 
numerous genres some of which are informative, tutorial, historic, nostalgic and entertaining. Some 
videos are so inanely comical that they go viral with downloads being requested by a vast number of users 
worldwide within a brief time span. 

YouTube today is localized in over 40 countries and across some 60 languages. Although YouTube has 
attracted many users because of its viral videos, it will likely attract even more when it adds more original 
and professionally produced channels.  With most new flat-panel TVs coming to market equipped with an 
interface to the Internet, YouTube is likely to popularize a new class of Internet TV channels. 

The demographics of advanced technology adopters have changed dramatically over the years. Thanks to 
the emergence of the easily accessible Internet and the profusion of affordable computers and mobile 
handsets, a growing number of “power users” can be found in virtually every population segment from 
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young children to senior citizens. All have become enraptured by the high-tech products that open up new 
doors to communications, education and entertainment.  Most are unaware of what the advanced ICs and 
HDDs do in the background. But then again, how many drivers of automobiles really know what goes on 
under the hood?  

 
Coming Full Circle 
Technology in any of its forms is simply a tool, not unlike the wheel or fire. However, the easily 
accessible technology tools of the twenty-first century can bestow unprecedented power on a single 
person or small group to involve vast populations in record time. Moreover, the exponential use of social 
networks is making the world’s inhabitants more open regardless of borders, race, gender, sexual 
preference, age or religion. Although this newfound empowerment and openness can bring about positive 
societal and political change, it can also result in unintended consequences. Much has been put forth 
about the promises and perils of advancing technology, thus I will not belabor it here.  
 
From my childhood fascination with crystal sets and tube radios to my adult enthrallment with Silicon 
Valley and its legendary semiconductor pioneers, the odyssey has been awe-inspiring. We’ve come so far, 
so fast, yet I know as I enter the autumn of my years that we have only begun to scratch the surface.  
 
As I write this final paragraph on my desktop computer, I am pleasantly distracted by a news headline 
that just popped onto my screen, “NASA Shows First Color Photo of Mars.” Now how great is that! 
Space, the final frontier, will no doubt beckon new generations of engineers and scientists to quicken the 
stride of technological developments.  
 
I would like to believe that there is a multitude of youngsters around the globe, all fascinated with some 
aspect of technology as I was so many years ago. My hope is that their individual voyages of self 
discovery will take them to exciting new places like the Silicon Valley that I was so lucky to experience. 
  

“There is of course no single answer, no simple formula by which Silicon Valley can be emulated. Rather, 
this story shows what is possible if the right conjunction of events takes place to release and align human 
freedom and aspirations. It is a biography of an area, which, as a good biography should inspire others 

and other regions to believe in themselves and be the best they can be.” 
 

Robert N. Noyce (1927‐1990) – Co‐inventor of the Integrated Circuit 
“Silicon Valley: High Tech Window to the Future” ©1985 Intercontinental Publishing Corporation Ltd. 
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